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coloured in browns. They frequent woods mainly. Some
approach the Lepidoptera in form, e.g. Drepanepteryx, which
strongly resembles a Drepanid moth, but the wings are never
scaly. When at rest the wings are held steeply roof-like
over the body, the antennae being stretched out in front in a
straight line. Habits are mainly nocturnal, but flight by day
is by no means uncommon, especially on disturbance.
The head is furnished with compound eyes. Antennae are
moniliform; mouth-parts biting. The prothorax is frequently
longer than either of the other two thoracic segments, but not
as long as in Chrysopidce. The wings have many veins and
are of the usual type. Sex determination is by means of
the genitalia, which are as a rule easily visible externally.
The larva (Plate III, Fig. 5) is somewhat elongated, but
really quite typical in both external and internal structure.
The mandibles and maxillae unite to form a tube, but the
sucking jaws thus formed are fairly short and stout, inwardly
curved. They are simple and not toothed. The head itself
is relatively small, and is provided with short filiform antennae
and simple eyes. The body is naked except for very minute
hairs. There are three pairs of walking legs, and the anal
extremity is used as an additional leg when in motion. In
the larval state there is no external opening to the alimentary
canal, and the anus is used as a spinneret for silk secreted by
the Malpighian tubules.
Eggs are generally laid singly, attached by their sides to
leaves and twigs of trees. They are of long oval shape,
averaging about f to 1 mm. in length. At the micropylar end
is a small knob. The larva escapes by a rent in the eggshell
and feeds on small Ehynchota and mites. There are three larval
instars; pupation occurs in a loosely woven, elliptical cocoon
spun by the larva among leaves, or in crevices of tree bark,
or in moss on the ground. The pupa tears a hole in the cocoon
and climbs to a suitable position before the imago appears.
Larvae of Hemerobiids are attacked by several Hymenop-
terous parasites. Birds, ants and spiders prey on the adults.
A revision of the Nearctic Hemerobiidce is given by Banks in
Trans. Amer. Ent. Soc., 1906. For classification see Kriiger,
1922. Navas has published a table of genera and tribes in
Broteria 9 (1910). MacLachlan monographed the British